LAND
The ownership, leasing and use of land is governed by both statutory and customary law. There are basically three kinds of land: public, private and tribal (or communal). As a consequence of the prolonged period of civil conflict, land titles are not always as clear as they might be and proof of title should be carefully examined by potential investors. 

Restrictions and prohibitions applying specifically to foreign investors: foreign investors may not own land in Liberia, although land may be leased for periods of 50 years, with options for renewal. In the case of concessions on undeveloped land, leases of up to 99 years may be available.

EMPLOYMENT AND RESIDENCY

Foreign Investors interested in incentives are required to employ and train Liberians at all levels. Work permits must in principle be justified by showing that qualified Liberians are unavailable. The fee for an expatriate work permit is USD 550 for non-Africans, USD 200 for non-ECOWAS Africans and USD 150 for ECOWAS Africans.

A Residence permit is a requirement for foreigners who are desirous of staying in Liberia. The fee for an ECOWAS African residence permit is USD 150. Validity for the resident permit is one (1) year, and such permit is renewable at a fee of USD 25. As for non-ECOWAS Africans, the residence permit fee is USD 350. The validity is also one (1) year, but the permit renewal fee is 100 USD. 
TARIFFS/ TAXES

Most import duties are levied as ad valorem duties on the c.i.f. value of imports and range from 2.5% to 25%. Some items are subject to specific, rather than ad valorem, duties. Some examples are:

Ad valorem (in percentages)
Refined Products (gas oil, fuel oil-light, fuel oil-heavy) - 10%

Fruit Juices -20%

Cement (clinker)-3%
Cement (white)-5%

Specific (in units indicated) 

Beer USD 2.00 per litre

Spirits USD 5.00 per litre

Other Cement USD 2.00 per 50kg bag

Other Taxes

An excise tax is levied on both domestic and imported products. On the former, it is a percentage of the cost price value; on the latter, it is a percentage of the C.I.F. price plus import duties. The tax rate varies from 5% on local alcoholic beverages; 7% refined oil products; 18% of spirits to 30% on roofing and building materials.

A goods and services tax of 7% applies across the board to both domestic and imported products. Exports are exempted, as are equipment and raw material imports meant for direct use in domestic manufacturing.
REGISTRATION AND RELATED REQUIREMENTS

All foreign commercial enterprises must register with the Ministry of Commerce and Industry before they commence operations. The registration process begins with a letter from the company or the individual to the Ministry that states the name, nature and location of the proposed business. The next step is completing the registration forms available from the Ministry (cost USD 100) and submitting them with the required documents and the appropriate fee. The fees are as follows:
Sole Proprietorship USD 700

Partnership USD 800

Corporation USD 900

In addition to registration with the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, foreign companies must meet the requirements of the particular sector or industry in which they propose to operate. For example, in the fishery industry, potential investors must register the watercraft with the Bureau of Maritime Affairs and pay an inspection fee as determined by the Bureau in order to secure a certificate of inspection. 
Note that foreign businesses may operate in Liberia as locally incorporated entities or as branches of foreign entities. However, they need to have a registered agent residing in Liberia or a resident office. 

Please find attached the new process/flow charts for registration of a company.

